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Shelter Nova Scotia’s emergency shelter, Metro Turning Point, temporarily closes after one 
guest tests positive for COVID-19  

 
(Halifax, NS) –  Shelter Nova Scotia is reporting that after a scheduled asymptomatic testing at 
Metro Turning Point, their emergency shelter for individuals who identify as male or are gender 
diverse, one guest, out of 30, tested positive for COVID-19 late Tuesday, May 11th.  
 
“Under advisement from Public Health the guest was sent to a hotel to isolate and our employees 
assumed phone support for this individual,” says Melissa Puddicombe, Director of Development 
and Practice at Shelter Nova Scotia. “Then yesterday, after further investigation and being extra 
cautious, we decided to temporarily close Metro Turning Point for a deep clean and all our guests 
and employees have been moved to a hotel. It’s important to note that at this time there are no 
other positive cases. Everyone was tested again and will continue to be tested during the 14-day 
isolation.”  
  
As the third wave of COVID-19 continues its quick spread throughout the city, the additional 
risks of contracting the virus when you live in shared spaces and without adequate shelter have 
been daunting for many shelter providers, including Shelter Nova Scotia, who own and operate six 
facilities in Halifax, four of which have shared living spaces. 
 
“This is a very unfortunate situation but a reality of our current times,” says Linda Wilson, 
Executive Director of Shelter Nova Scotia. “Shelter Nova Scotia feels very confident that as an 
organization, we have done everything possible, correctly and carefully to prevent spread. We 
successfully completed renovations during the first wave, creating appropriate social distancing for 
our guests. We also offered the first dose of the vaccine to our shelter employees and guests last 
month. And most recently, we started regular on-site testing, which is how this one positive case 
was found so quickly. We are so grateful to be assigned a team from Public Health to help navigate 
this new reality.”  
 
Shelter Nova Scotia wants to thank everyone who has stepped up to assist during this trying time, 
everyone from their community of donors; to their extremely patient employees and guests, and 
of course their partners; partners like MOSH: moshhalifax.ca, 902 Man Up: 902manup.ca, the 
Department of Community Services: novascotia.ca and the whole Public Health team.   
 
Metro Turning Point’s doors will be closed until at least Tuesday, May 25th. If anyone needs to talk 
to someone there is a targeted phone line, 211, that acknowledges the challenges of social 
isolation for those who do not live in their own homes.   
  
For more information on Shelter Nova Scotia’s six facilities please visit their website: 

shelternovascotia.com, follow them on Facebook @ShelterNovaScotia, Twitter @ShelterNS and 

Instagram @shelternovascotia5  
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For all media inquiries and more information, contact: 
 
Jayme Lynn Butt, Manager, Communications & Public Engagement, Shelter Nova Scotia 

(902) 471.6044 / jaymebutt@shelternovascotia.com  
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